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Parkland offers customizable degree

Scott Barnes
Staff Writer

A customizable degree is
offered at Parkland, a rare
option for students who seek
a more personalized path in
their education.
Many
students
enter
college not knowing what
they want to do with their
life. Other students may have
an idea of what they want to
do but are unsure of which
degree would put them in the
best position to move forward
with their plans.
Students have to take
many different things into
consideration when choosing
a degree, such as personal
interests, what sort of skills
they possess, what their
career ambitions are, where
they would like to live and
so on. Most students who
cannot find a program that
suits their needs or cannot
decide on a specific focus for
their education will enroll
in a General Education
Degree program, which is
a comprehensive program
that enables students to
begin taking care of some
of required courses while
they get familiarized with
the experience of attending
college and explore their
career options.
Although less popular,
another available program
is the Customized Career
Preparation Degree.
Historically
speaking,
there are only a handful of
students who have taken
advantage of this tailor-made

Students are able to plan a customized degree that caters to their personal interests and
career goals while attending Parkland College. Those planning to pursue a customized
degree are encouraged to work closely with an advisor to ensure that their progress stays
on track.
degree but the program has
been offered at Parkland for
many years now. Perhaps the
reason why not very many
students have enrolled in
this degree is simply because
they are unaware of the fact
that the program exists or it
may be because they haven’t
decided on a career path.
As former Dean of Career
Programs at Parkland College
Richard Lake explained,
this degree is for ambitious
students who know what it
is they want out of college
rather than students who are
still trying to figure things
out.

“I never expected large
numbers of students with this
major,” Lake said. “It takes
a particularly mature and
dedicated person to fulfill the
planning and follow through
required.”
Lake was employed at
Parkland from 1997 to 2010
and, along with a few other
people, he developed the
program when he was the
dean of career programs.
“The idea was, and is, to
allow someone with a specific
career goal, for which the
college does not already have
a training program, to be
able to design an educational

program
leading
to
a
credential,” Lake explained.
Lake emphasized the fact
that students who pursue
this degree work closely
with an advisor and perhaps
even a potential employer or
practitioner willing to help
students develop the skill
set necessary for a specific
career
path.
Therefore,
everybody involved knows
what is required for students
enrolled in the program
to become successful in
whatever field it is that they
are focusing on.
The Department Chair of
Business and Agri-Industries,

Bruce Henrikson, is currently
working with a student
enrolled in the program. He
explained that the program is
developed based on the wants
and needs of each individual
student who enrolls in it. The
program begins with a course
designed to help students
figure out what classes they
should be taking to prepare
them for whatever career
path they are pursuing.
“It’s a little different than
just a general studies degree,”
Henrikson said. “It’s certainly
oriented more towards the
idea that you are ready for
a career. General studies is
general studies. What does
that really mean to me as
a potential boss, employer,
hiring person, etc.?”
Director of the Counseling
and Advising Center, John
Sheahan, explained that even
though the CCP degree may
not be appropriate for most
students it does serve a niche
market and enables Parkland
to work with students looking
for specific skills rather than
turning them away.
“It was designed to be
for someone who maybe
had a unique interest and,
therefore, to not say, ‘sorry,
we can’t do anything for you,’
but to try and find a way to
make a legitimate associate
degree to help that person
in what they wanted to do,”
Sheahan said.
Students
who
are
interested in the CCP degree
can learn more by visiting
the counseling and advising
center in U276.

Forward Momentum software tool reaches Parkland
Debbie Skinner
Staff Writer

At the start of each year, it
is a popular trend to reflect
upon new year’s resolutions
to improve oneself in many
different parts of life; this
year, a software tool known
as Forward Momentum is
offering a free trial period
for students and employees
of Parkland College to join
an initiative in an effort
to improve quality of life
through a variety of projects.
The initial idea for Forward
Momentum began over five
years ago by Dan Forward.
Daniel Carver, the Chief
Operating Officer of Forward
Momentum gave praise to
Forward’s initiative.
“[He] has worked hard
to develop ideas and come
up with the best strategy to
battle the rising trends of
unhealthy habits and healthrelated diseases,” Carver
said.
The
current
Forward
Momentum software tool
was developed in Sept. 2014
and since then the tool has

been used “to help thousands
of individuals take more
interactive and fun approach
to wellness,” Carver said.
This tool has no limits in
regards to possibilities of
what it can offer when striving
to achieve goals. It can be
customized, is completely
web based, and provides
users who wish to participate
in an effort to improve
quality of life a chance to sign
up for programs, activities,
challenges, and events.
The Forward Momentum
tool uses a software system
known as 2act to track
participant data. The data is
sent back to administrators
who examine how effective
the programs may be. Carver
said Forward Momentum
is constantly growing, now
being present in every state
in the contiguous United
States.
Sara Estock, the wellness
coordinator
at
Parkland
College, directed interested
parties to visit the website
parkland.2act.co to access
the Forward Momentum
program, where students will

Sponsored by

need to use their Parkland
College email address to
register. The software is
currently under a free usage
period for Parkland students.
“[There is a] free trial
period that goes from now
through April 1,” Estock
said. “This is a customizable
program, which means the
challenges included will
change and morph into what
the population at Parkland
is interested in at the time.
It is a lot of fun and you can
see rankings in ‘real time’ as
people complete activities
and log their information.”
Examples of activities
that students can sign up for
include the Go Ahead and
Get Well Program, along with
31 Days and 31 Miles which
encourage students to engage
in form of physical activity
to propel forward and get
active.
“The Forward Momentum
movement is a strong push
towards a healthier lifestyle,”
Carver said. “We aim to help
individuals
improve
the
quality of their lives through
participation in all types of

View this site at http://fwdmo.co/.
wellness-centered activities
and programs.
This is the first semester
that the Forward Momentum
initiative has been available at
Parkland College, and Carver
said that he and the rest of the
staff of Forward Momentum
is happy to help provide
wellness tools to students and
encourages them to join and
participate.
Carver
recommends
students make a point of
becoming active or increasing
activity level amidst the busy
schedule of a new semester.
“Make it a priority,” he

Fact or Fiction
Caﬀeine addiction is a mental
disorder.

said. “Health is a vital part
of everyone’s life. Science
has proven that the more
you make your own wellness
a priority, the healthier,
happier, and more successful
you will become.”
Carver
said
students
should speak with Estock to
best learn about the program.
Sara Estock may be contacted
at 217-373-3879 or at sestock@
parkland.edu. For further
information on the Forward
Momentum software, visit
the website fwdmo.co or send
an email to info@fwdmo.co.
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Parkland budget crisis

leads board of trustees to cut scholarships
Sarah Powers
Staff Writer

The
Parkland
College
Board of Trustees called their
first meeting of 2016 to order.
The D Wing conference room
bustled with energy on Jan.
20, as community members
and other Parkland leaders
took their seats in a small
section dedicated for public
attendance.
As a first time attendee at
a Parkland Board of Trustees
meeting, I was surprised at
the turnout for additional
audience
members.
However, the reason for extra
attendance soon became
apparent when silence waved
across the room as Assistant
to the President Nancy
Willamon announced tuition
waivers as next item on the
agenda.
As most Illinois residents
are aware, the $150 billion
state deficit continues grow,
putting backbreaking stress
upon the shoulders of public
higher education institutions.
This
stress,
growing
incrementally from as far
back as the 1980s,which was
the last time most institutions
had received their full 33
percent of operating funds
from the state, has thrown
some difficult decisions into
the laps of administration
officials as they scratch their
heads at the glaring multimillion dollar hole in the
present budget.
In 2002, Parkland was
provided nearly 22 percent

of its funding by the state—a
number that has dropped
below ten percent in recent
years. As 2015 huffed and
puffed against the brick
foundation, it has fallen even
further, all the way down
to zero. Yet, Parkland still
stands, thanks to a hefty

schools, like Parkland, where
enrollment
has
trended
downward in recent years,
the pain is more pronounced.
Enrollment declines at
Parkland,
undoubtedly
influenced by the statewide
elimination of the MAP grant
for low-income students, was

November. “This is the worst
budget year ever.”
To counteract this problem,
Ramage recently proposed
the elimination of financial
aid grants for more than
1,000 students, continued
vacancy for more than 20
faculty and staff positions,

emergency savings account.
But, now the piggy bank is
shattered, and there is not
enough glue to put it back
together.
Larger schools, such as the
University of Illinois or Illinois
State University, with vast
alumni networks and healthy
foundations, have been able
to weather the budget battle
with little damage. At smaller

a big blow. However, Parkland
did step up, financing it all at
the cost of almost a million
dollars. That did not happen
again this semester.
“This is the worst it’s
ever been, at least in the
community college system’s
50-year
history,”
said
Parkland College President
Tom Ramage in an interview
with The News-Gazette last

and suspension of two
athletic programs and almost
$500,000 of tuition waivers.
To all of this, there has been
little defense from the board,
other than a ‘you gotta do
what you gotta do’ face, hands
raised in the air.
Last Wednesday, everyone
finally got their hands dirty.
The board discussed, and
passed, the motion to reduce

KY-17 tuition waivers, which
includes theater and music
students, by 50 percent
and completely eliminate
international
student
scholarships.
It’s not as bad as it seems,
however.
The international student
scholarship
waiver
only
effects a maximum of five,
second-year,
high-merit
students that are awarded
the difference between out of
district and in district tuition:
about $359 per credit hour.
There is still debate
about eliminating the Board
of Trustees Scholarship,
suspending two of Parkland’s
eight spring sports, and cuts
or furloughs in all areas of
the college. No matter how
it’s done, $1.5 to $2 million
in budget cuts need to be
implemented immediately at
Parkland.
As the public session of
the board meeting came to a
close, I think everyone felt a
little piece of the tremendous
weight
Parkland
feels
presently. When everything
is laid out so blatantly, it is
easy get lost in the negative,
but what we really need to
concentrate on and celebrate
is the simple fact that
Parkland is still around. Many
other schools in the state are
in a much dire of a situation
that we are.
After all, Parkland has her
50th birthday this year. We
can cry if we want to, but
somehow I do not think I will
see much of that happening.

Pope Francis answers questions from children in new book
Leanne Italie

Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — “Dear
Pope Francis,” 10-year-old
Mohammed begins, “Will the
world be again as it was in the
past?”
Signed
“Respectfully
yours,” the boy wrote from a
Jesuit-run school for refugee
children in Syria and was
treated to a long and personal
answer from the pope
himself. So were 29 other
children who posed questions
to Francis in letters from
around the globe for a new
book poignantly illustrated
with their own artwork.
The book, “Dear Pope
Francis,” is out March 1 from
Loyola Press in Chicago. It’s
a project that likely wouldn’t
have materialized without
the help of Father Antonio
Spadaro, a Jesuit like the pope
and the director of La Civilta
Cattolica, a Roman Catholic
journal published in Rome.
Tom McGrath of the Jesuitfounded publishing house
co-edited the book with
Spadaro after reaching out to
the priest for help. Spadaro
brought about 50 letters with
questions to the pope so he
could select 30. Spadaro sat
with the pope as he responded
to each. Francis often
complimented the artwork of
the children.
“He knows Pope Francis
very well,” McGrath said of
Spadaro. “We tried to make
it as easy for the pope as
possible.”
The pope’s response to
Mohammed spoke in part of
suffering and the people who
inflict it.
“There are those who

manufacture weapons so that
people fight each other and
wage war. There are people
who have hate in their hearts.
There are people who are
interested only in money and
would sell everything for it.
They would even sell other
people,” he wrote.
More to Mohammed’s point,
Francis answered: “No, when
the time comes, the world will
not be as it was. It will be far
better than it was in the past.”
Once the pope agreed to
participate in the project,
Loyola reached out to priests
and lay people around the
world to connect the publisher
with children to write the
letters.
The 30 kids in the book
range in age from 6 to 13. In
all, about 250 letters were
received in 14 languages
from 26 countries around
the globe. The pope wound
up with about 50 letters from
which to choose.
“He loved the project
right from the beginning,”
McGrath said. “He has this
great affection for children,
who have a great affection for
him. He was surprised at the
depth of the questions.”
There was no condensing or
editingofthepope’sresponses.
In a 90-minute session with
Spadaro last August in Rome,
Francis responded verbally
in a mixture of Italian and
Spanish. Spadaro served as
transcriber in addition to
connecting Loyola Press with
the Vatican.
“These are the pope’s
exact words,” McGrath said.
“At one point he mentioned,
‘These are tough.’ He realized
that he owed the kids a deeper
answer than right off the top

Photo by Cliff Owen | AP Photo
In this Sept., 24, 2015 file photo, Pope Francis shakes hands with school children as he departs
the Apostolic Nunciature, the Vatican’s diplomatic mission in the heart of Washington, en route
Andrews Air Force Base. The book, “Dear Pope Francis,” with questions posed for the pope
from 30 children from around the globe is out March 1, 2016, from Loyola Press in Chicago.
of his head.”
Spadaro said via email that
the pope truly pondered when
answering the children.
“Often he looked off into
space and tried to imagine the
child in front of him,” he said.
“And in his gaze I saw care,
love.”
Loyola will publish the book
in English and Spanish. As an
international Jesuit project,
it will also be published
simultaneously around the
world, including in Brazil,
Indonesia, Slovenia, Mexico
and India.
Arrangements were still
being made but Loyola Press
plans to bring 10 of the
children included in the book
to Rome to meet the pope in

person, hopefully in February
before its March publication
date.
“The pope is eager to meet
them,” McGrath said. “He
was quick to say he would like
to make that happen.”
They’ll be traveling with
their parents from China,
Ireland, Argentina, India,
Canada, Kenya, Singapore,
Australia, the United States
and the Philippines.
Mohammed will not be
among them, but 8-year-old
Natasha from Kenya will
make the trip to Rome. She
asked the pope in her letter:
“I would like to know more
about Jesus Christ. How did
he walk on water?”
The pope’s response?

“You have to imagine Jesus
walking naturally, normally.
He did not fly over the water
or turn somersaults while
swimming,” he wrote. “He
walked as you walk! ... Jesus
is God, and so he can do
anything!”
While one child wanted to
know why parents fight and
another why the pope wears
such a tall hat, 7-year-old
William of the United States
asked: “If you could do one
miracle what would it be?”
“Dear William,” the pope
said. “I would heal children.
I’ve never been able to
understand why children
suffer. It’s a mystery to me.
I don’t have an explanation.”
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University offers grads employment ‘guarantee’
Holly Ramer

Associated Press
CONCORD, N.H. (AP) — A
small Catholic university in
southern New Hampshire is
becoming the latest college to
offer a money-back guarantee
of sorts to its students.
Rivier University, which
has a total student population
of about 2,600 in Nashua, has
created an “Employment
Promise Program” that will
be available to full-time
undergraduates starting with
the class of 2020. Students
are guaranteed to land a
job within nine months of
graduation, or the school with
either pay their federally
subsidized students loans for
up to a year or enroll them
in up to six master’s degree
courses tuition-free.
“We want to send a message
that we recruit not just for the
first year, but we’re a partner
throughout an educational
experience with students,”
university president Sister
Paula Marie Buley said.
“The Rivier Employment
Promise
is
really
the
university’s commitment to
partner with students in the
classroom, on campus, in the
community and ultimately, a
career,” she said.
The university typically has
about 200 incoming freshman
each year, and Buley expects
most of them to participate in
the program. Students must
maintain a 3.0 minimum
grade point average and
participate in a variety of
activities, including career
counseling,
community
service and internships.
In return, the university
will
provide
specialized

Photo by Jodie Andruskevich | Rivier University via AP
In this undated handout photo provided by Rivier University, the colleges’ sign is seen at the entrance to the campus in
Nashua, N.H. The small private university is promising students that they will get jobs within nine months of graduation.
If not, Rivier University will pay the students’ federally subsized student loans for up to a year, or enroll them in up to six
master’s degree courses for free.
academic and career action
plans designed to enhance a
student’s employability.
“We’re focusing on the
goal of an undergraduate
education — the academic
rigor, the values, the skill
set, the ability to work with
other people, to communicate
ideas — and we give students
ways to practice all their
skills while they’re still at the
university,” Buley said.
While the Rivier program
is the first of its kind in
New Hampshire, colleges
and universities around the

country offer similar deals.
In Waterville, Maine, Thomas
College pays federal student
loans for up to a year or offers
free master’s degree courses
to students who follow certain
steps as undergraduates and
don’t get jobs related to their
majors within six months of
graduation. Capitol College in
Laurel, Maryland, guarantees
qualified graduates a job with
a competitive salary within
90 days of graduation or the
school will provide up to 36
additional
undergraduate
credits. And Adrian College

in Michigan pays some or all
student loan payments until
graduates make $37,000 a
year.
When the latter program
was launched in 2014,
college officials framed it as
a solution to skyrocketing
tuition costs and student loan
defaults. At Rivier, where
the annual undergraduate
tuition is $28,800, Buley said
the program also is aimed at
reassuring parents that the
significant cost is worth it.
“We know that they
are very interested in the

career
preparation
and
the employability of their
students in all academic
disciplines,” she said. “I think
you see even more today that
parents and students are in
partnership in selecting an
institution, and this really
speaks to the interests of both
parents and students.”
For Rivier University class
of 2014, 95 percent were
either employed, in graduate
school or in the military six
months after graduation, she
said.

Health minister: Brazil is ‘losing battle’ against mosquito
Jenny Barchfield

Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP)
— Brazil’s health minister
says the country is sending
some 220,000 troops to battle
the mosquito blamed for
spreading a virus suspected
of causing birth defects —
but he also says the war is
already being lost.
Marcelo Castro said that
nearly 220,000 members
of Brazil’s Armed Forces
would go door-to-door to
help in mosquito eradication
efforts ahead of the country’s
Carnival
celebrations.
Agency spokesman Nivaldo
Coelho said Tuesday details of
the deployment are still being
worked out.
Castro also said the
government would distribute
mosquito repellent to some
400,000 pregnant women
who receive cash-transfer
benefits.
But the minister also
said the country is “badly
losing the battle” against
the Aedes aegypti mosquito
that transmits Zika, dengue,
chikungunya and yellow
fever.
“The mosquito has been
here in Brazil for three
decades, and we are badly
losing the battle against the
mosquito,” the ministers
said as a crisis group on Zika
was meeting in the capital,
Brazilia.
A massive eradication
effort
eliminated
Aedes
aegypti from Brazil during
the 1950s, but the mosquito
slowly returned over the
following
decades
from
neighboring nations, public
health experts have said. That
led to outbreaks of dengue,
which was recorded in record
numbers last year.
The arrival of Zika in Brazil
last year initially caused little
alarm, as the virus’ symptoms
are generally much milder
than those of dengue. It didn’t
become a crisis until late in
the year, when researchers
made the link with a dramatic

Photo by Leo Correa | AP Photo
A health worker stands in the Sambadrome as he sprays insecticide to combat the Aedes
aegypti mosquitoes that transmits the Zika virus in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Tuesday, Jan. 26,
2016. Inspectors begin to spray insecticide around Sambadrome, the outdoor grounds
where thousands of dancers and musicians will parade during the city’s Feb. 5-10 Carnival
celebrations. Brazil’s health minister says the country will mobilize some 220,000 troops
to battle the mosquito blamed for spreading a virus linked to birth defects.
increase in reported cases
of microcephaly, a rare
birth defect that sees babies
born with unusually small
heads and can cause lasting
developmental problems.
The
World
Health
Organization
repeated
Tuesday that the link remains
circumstantial and is not yet
proven scientifically.
But worry about the rapid
spread of Zika has expanded
across the nation, and the
hemisphere beyond. The
U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention has
advised pregnant women to
reconsider travel to Brazil
and 21 other countries
and territories with Zika
outbreaks.
One of them, the U.S.
territory of Puerto Rico,

reported 18 confirmed cases
of Zika on Tuesday, though
none
involve
pregnant
women.
Officials in El Salvador,
Colombia and Brazil have
suggested
women
stop
getting pregnant until the
crisis has passed.
Repellent has disappeared
from
many
Brazilian
pharmacies and prices for
the product have tripled
or even quadrupled where
it’s still available in recent
weeks since the government
announced a suspected link
between Zika virus and
microcephaly
Nearly 4,000 suspected
cases of microcephaly have
been reported in Brazil since
October, compared with
fewer than 150 cases in the

country in all of 2014.
Castro’s remarks have
proven controversial, both in
and outside Brazil.
World Health Organization
spokesman
Christian
Lindmeier said he hadn’t
seen the remarks, “but in
general terms I think that this
would be a bit of a fatalistic
approach because this should
mean we could lay down
all our approaches now and
declare the war lost.
“I don’t think this is the
case,” he added at WHO
headquarters, in Geneva.
In Brazil, some called for
Castro to be fired.
“He
is
incapable
of
occupying his position,” wrote
Helio Gurovitz, a columnist
with G1, the internet portal of
the Globo television network.

“To prove that Castro doesn’t
have the capacity to occupy
such an important position, at
such a delicate moment with
the spread of the epidemic, all
that’s needed is a selection of
such comments.”
Both
Brazil’s
Zika
outbreak and the spike in
microcephaly have been
concentrated in the poor and
underdeveloped
northeast
of the country, though the
prosperous southeast, where
Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro
are located, are the second
hardest-hit region. Rio de
Janeiro will host the Aug. 5-21
Olympic games.
On Tuesday, officials in
Rio also ramped up their
fight against the Aedes
aegypti,
dispatching
a
team of fumigators to the
Sambadrome, where the
city’s
Carnival
parades
will take place next month,
and the region’s governor
was distributing mosquitofighting vehicles for poor
suburbs of the city.
Officials in another hardhit South American country,
Colombia,
also
ramped
up efforts against Zika on
Tuesday.
Health Minister Alejandro
Gaviria visited the city of
Ibague, a hotbed of Zika, to
start a “Tour of Colombia”
campaign to educate local
officials on how to fight the
mosquitoes.
Colombian
officials say they’ve recorded
more than 13,500 suspected
cases and President Juan
Manuel Santos said there
could be 600,000 cases by
year’s end.
The WHO’s Lindmeier said
Tuesday that the U.N. agency
plans a special session on
the virus during a Geneva
meeting of its executive
board on Thursday.
__
Associated Press reporters
Jamey Keaten in Geneva
and Cesar Garcia in Bogota,
Colombia, contributed to this
report.
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Health care fines press millenials
as sign-up deadline nears
Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Millions of young adults
healthy enough to think
they don’t need insurance
face painful choices this
year as the sign-up deadline
approaches for President
Barack Obama’s health care
law.
Fines for being uninsured
rise sharply in 2016 —
averaging nearly $1,000 per
household, according to an
independent estimate. It’s
forcing those in their 20s and
30s to take a hard look and
see if they can squeeze in
coverage to avoid penalties.
Many are trying to establish
careers or just make progress
in a still-bumpy economy.
“There’s only so far one
can dwindle a ramen-noodle
diet,” said Christopher Rael
of Los Angeles. In his late 20s,
Rael is pursuing a degree in
sociology and working at a
children’s center to pay his
bills.
With open enrollment over
after Jan. 31, Rael is hoping
his meager income will
qualify him for Medi-Cal, the
state’s version of Medicaid.
“I cannot afford an additional
bill,” he said. He paid a
fine of about $150 for being
uninsured in 2014.
The minimum penalty
rises to $695 in 2016 for
someone uninsured a full 12
months and not eligible for
one of the law’s exemptions.
That’s more than double the
corresponding figure of $325
for 2015.
In practice, the fines will be
higher for many consumers.
That’s because the law sets
the penalty as the greater
of $695 or 2.5 percent of
taxable income this year.
A study by the nonpartisan
Kaiser Family Foundation
estimates the average 2016
penalty at $969 per uninsured
household.
Fines are collected through
the tax returns of uninsured
people and in most cases
deducted from their tax
refunds. The penalty amounts
will be increased by a cost-ofliving factor in future years.
Penalties are the health
care law’s nudge to get
healthy people into the
insurance pool, helping keep

Photo by Chris Carlson | AP Photo
In this photo taken Jan. 19, 2016, college student Christopher Rael poses for a picture at California State University, Long
Beach, in Long Beach, Calif. Millions of young adults healthy enough to think they don’t need insurance face painful choices
this year as sign-up deadline approaches for President Barack Obama’s health care law. With open enrollment over after
Jan. 31, Rael is hoping his meager income will qualify him for Medi-Cal, the state’s version of Medicaid. “I cannot afford an
additional bill,” he said. He paid a fine of about $150 for being uninsured in 2014.
premiums manageable for
everyone.
Until
now,
the
administration has mainly
stressed
the
benefits:
subsidized premiums and
protection from the costs
of unanticipated injury or
serious illness. But with
concerns that many young
and healthy people still aren’t
sold, officials are invoking the
threat of penalties.
“The
tax
penalty
is
bringing more young and
healthy consumers into the
market,” Andy Slavitt, head
of the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services, said
in a recent speech. “We are
using a large portion of our
marketing resources to make
sure that consumers are
aware of the increasing fee
for people that go without
insurance.” Slavitt’s agency
oversees the health care law.
The pressure of rising
fines is butting up against
the economic situations of
uninsured people, nearly
half of whom said in a

recent Kaiser poll that
they’ve tried but coverage
is still too expensive. A big
sore point has to do with
high deductibles for many
health-law insurance plans,
which can leave consumers
with thousands of dollars in
medical bills.
Christina
Loucks
of
Franklin, Tennessee, a small
city near Nashville, says
the way she figures it, she
might still come out ahead
financially by paying a $695
fine.
The insurance plans she’s
looked at would cost her about
$100 a month in premiums,
after subsidies. That works
out to around $1,200 a year.
But the coverage comes
with deductibles of several
thousand dollars. If she got
seriously ill, she would be on
the hook for that before her
insurance started paying.
Normally, she just goes
to the doctor for allergy
prescriptions.
“I still see it as I am
keeping $500 in my pocket,”

said Loucks. The $500 is the
difference between a full
year of premiums and fine
for being uninsured, and that
calculation might work if she
stays healthy.
In her 30s, Loucks is holding
down two jobs as she tries to
find a career that aligns with
her interest in literature.
She’s still dealing with student
loans, not to mention rent and
car payments. “I don’t see the
benefit for me,” she said.
Loucks said she may wait
until the last minute to make
up her mind, but Julian
Rostain has decided he’ll take
a chance on being fined by the
IRS.
In his 20s, Rostain works
as a cook at a country club.
His dream is to open up his
own establishment, serving
up “American-French bistro
food with Asian undertones.”
He lives in Kennett Square,
Pennsylvania, a farming area
not too far from Philadelphia.
Rostain’s savings in a rainyday fund wouldn’t allow him
to qualify for expanded

Medicaid, and he doesn’t
think he can cover insurance
premiums on his budget.
“Do you really think people
who can’t afford health
care should have to pay a
penalty?” asks Rostain. The
law does offer a low-income
exemption, and he’s checking
into it.
While rising penalties
could boost health care signups this year, that’s not likely
to win hearts and minds for
Obama’s Affordable Care
Act, which remains politically
divisive.
“We are talking about
paying premium prices for
underwhelming health care,”
said D.J. Byrnes, a sports
blogger from Columbus, Ohio,
in his 20s and uninsured. “If I
want to buy something, I want
to make sure it’s quality.”
___
Associated Press Social
Media Editor Eric Carvin
contributed to this report.

Ex-member: No ranch work meant ouster from polygamist sect
Lindsay Whitehurst

Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — A
federal judge began hearing
evidence Monday in a child
labor case involving a Utah
polygamous sect, including
testimony from a former
member who says she would
have been kicked out of the
faith if she didn’t work on a
pecan harvest.
Alyssa Bistline said she
started work on the pecan
ranch at age 13 at the direction
of polygamous leaders. She
said she was expected to
work harvests on and off until
she left the sect in 2013.
“I well understood that if I
didn’t go, I was in big trouble,”
said Bistline, 21. “They said,
‘If you rebel or disobey, you
will lose your family or you
will removed.’”
Federal labor investigators
say Paragon Contractors
used 1,400 unpaid laborers,
including 175 children, from
the Fundamentalist Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints during a 2012 harvest
captured by news cameras
about 300 miles south of Salt
Lake City. The Hurricanebased company is closely

affiliated with the FLDS
church, prosecutors say.
Paragon
denies
wrongdoing, saying women
and children from the sect
led by the imprisoned Warren
Jeffs were volunteering
to collect fallen nuts, not
working as employees.
“We’re not here to try the
church. That’s another case
for another day,” company
lawyer Rick Sutherland said.
The harvest manager, not
company leaders, made the
arrangement, and families
were allowed to keep half of
what they gathered, Paragon
attorneys say.
The U.S. Labor Department
is asking a judge to hold
Paragon in contempt of court
for violating a 2007 order
against using child labor and
wants the company to pay
back wages. U.S. District
Judge Tena Campbell is set to
hear three days of testimony.
Farm work is generally
exempt from child labor
laws in Utah as long as it’s
done outside school hours.
Paragon says the 2012 pecan
harvest can’t be considered a
school day because children
in the sect are homeschooled
and minors were with their

parents.
Federal attorneys disagree.
They say it doesn’t matter
whether the children were
taught at home; they still
shouldn’t have been working
during public school hours.
The
government
says
children as young as 6 worked
for long hours, got sick from
crawling over the damp
ground and were sent to work
even if they were allergic to
nuts.
Paragon
and
several
members of the polygamous
group already have been fined
a total of $1.9 million after a
labor investigation found sect
leaders directed the harvest.
Authorities
say
those
leaders are loyal to Jeffs, who
is serving a life sentence in
Texas after being convicted
in 2011 of sexually assaulting
underage girls he considered
brides.
The sect, a radical offshoot
of Mormonism, does not
have a spokesman or a phone
listing where leaders can be
contacted.
Two of Jeffs’ brothers
declined to discuss church
business when they were
called to testify in the child
labor case in January 2015.

Photo by Rick Bowmer | AP Photo
This Dec. 16, 2014, file photo, shows Hildale, Utah, sitting
at the base of Red Rock Cliff mountains, with its sister city,
Colorado City, Ariz., in the foreground. A federal judge
in Utah began hearing evidence Monday, Jan. 25, 2016,
in a child labor case involving a Utah polygamous sect,
including testimony from a former member who says she
would have been kicked out of the group if she didn’t work
on a pecan harvest.
A lawyer for Nephi and
Lyle Jeffs said then that the
government was trying to go
beyond the pecan farm and
into other FLDS activities
in a way that bordered on
harassment.
The hearing comes as
federal
prosecutors
are
suing members of the sect in
a separate case in Phoenix.
They contend two towns on
the Arizona-Utah line that
are dominated by the FLDS
church have discriminated

against nonmembers and are
serving as an enforcement
arm of the sect.
The towns deny the
allegations and say religion
isn’t a motivating factor in
their decisions.
Sect members believe
polygamy brings exaltation
in heaven. It is a legacy of
the early teachings of the
Mormon church, but the
mainstream faith abandoned
the practice more than
century ago.

thePROSPECTUS | www.prospectusnews.com

Page 5 | Wednesday, January 27, 2016

Sponsored by

westgateapts.com

Fact or Fiction
FACT: The American Psychiatric
Association’s DSM-V handbook
classiﬁes caﬀeine withdrawal as a
mental disorder.
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Crossword

(solve for the answers below)

XKCD

Stonegate Village

$615-$880
Quality, Location, Amenities

Colonial Village

$710-885
Convenient, Spacious,
Affordable

Ginger Creek

$770-990
Luxury, Serenity, Value
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“Math explained so simply, it is simple to learn.” –
Parkland Math Student
Basic Math thru Pre-Calculus
Private Tutoring. Arrange a place to meet.
(217) 384-5371 or math@prairiescape.com
Looking forward to working with you.

ACROSS
Last week’s answers
1 Book that’s to see
novelist accepted by South
Africa (7,2,4)
8 Gordon Brown’s tax? (4)
9 Woman with aspiration to
go on the game (5)
10 Second most important
animal (4)
11 He works at keeping
body in good shape (8)
12 Eastern saint from
second century impaled by
a knight (6)
13 This plant has a fat lot
of value (10)
16 William Hill (4)
17 One gets in through
support (4)
18 Indication of relative
lack of success in exam –
old Scottish one (5,5)
20 One receiving deliveries
of cooking mix (6)
(9)
22 Emptied bottle, without getting
4 New Orleans is a port (7)
tighter? That’s possible with this
5 Listener’s supporting new
drink (4,4)
approaches (5)
24 Member of political party
6 Christ appears in a church in
netting millions (4)
Devon (9)
25 Before noon I depart with a
7 Information given to men in court
friend (5)
after a confession is obtained (15)
26 Song of Joy (4)
14 Go by the board procuring part
27 It’s attractive, currently! (13)
of audio system (9)
15 Flavouring given to a Spanish
DOWN
wine (9)
1 Former Marxist – not a good man
19 Girl told to travel to find
– active in organisation of removal
mythical monster (7)
of church privileges (15)
21 Note parliamentary decision and
2 Actor involved in sex
respond (5)
transformation (5)
23 Open mountain’s home for
3 English pub on the green short of
serviceman (5)
pennies – being so, won’t last long
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Basketball player who lost parents leans on team
DAVE KANE

The (Springfield) State JournalRegister
This is an Illinois Exchange
story
shared
by
The
(Springfield) State JournalRegister.
BUFFALO, Ill. (AP) —
Trever Martin remembers
being with his friend and
basketball teammate Andrew
“Dewie” Gordon throughout
the difficult final days of 2015.
Gordon wasn’t physically
sick, but Martin said his friend
needed some medicine.
“I was with him that
whole week,” Martin said
Wednesday during a practice
in the Buffalo Tri-City High
School gymnasium.
“Dewie was like, ‘Why
are we not practicing?’ All
he wanted to do was get
in the gym, whether we’d
be just running or actually
practicing. He just wanted to
be in here.”
Gordon, a 5-foot-9 junior
starter for the Tornadoes,
said he fell in love with
basketball when he was in
eighth grade. But he missed
part of his freshman season
at Tri-City in order to be with
his mother, Debra Weinant,
who was in the final stages of
a battle with cancer before
her death in February 2014.
Missing part of that season
made Gordon appreciate the
game and his teammates
even more. If he needed
another reminder, he got it in
crushing fashion on Dec. 29.
The bodies of his father,
Robert Gordon, and Robert’s
girlfriend, Cindy Dexheimer,
were found in floodwaters in
Christian County.
“I don’t know; I’m pretty
good at not letting it affect
me,” Dewie said of losing
both parents in less than two
years.
“My dad would say,
‘Everything’s
temporary.’
The pain I feel now, it’s
temporary. I’m not saying
I won’t feel it in the future.
But I can work through it. I
just try to get past the anger
and the depression I feel
sometimes.”
Extended family
Dewie’s now living with
his aunt, Bobby Jo Purdeu,

Photo by David Spencer | The State Journal-Register via AP
In this Jan. 21, 2016 photo, Tri-City High School basketball player Andrew “Dewie” Gordon, right, poses with teammates
Trever Martin, left, and Devon Matthews, in the locker room before practice in Buffalo, Ill. Both Martin and Matthews have
given Gordon support after his father recently drowned. Gordon’s mother died of cancer two years ago.
who resides in Decatur.
He also has an older sister,
Cassidy Gordon. But he
said his teachers, coaches,
classmates and teammates
have been a much-needed
extended family helping him
deal with his losses.
“Everybody’s been very
supportive,” Dewie said.
“Anybody I talk to or see, it’s
been the same thing.
“It was the same way when
my mom passed away. It feels
like everyone’s rooting for
me. I think being in a small
town makes it easier.”
Two
teammates
in
particular, Martin and junior
Devon Matthews, have close
friendships with Dewie.
“I’m with him all the time,”
said Martin, who hopes to
return to action soon after
being sidelined with a thumb
injury for more than a month.
“You can tell he’s in a better
mood whenever he’s in (the
gym). Basketball definitely
helps him.
“But he’s had to grow up
fast. He has to be a man now. I
told him he can either let this
make him or break him. And

he’s not letting it break him.”
Matthews said Dewie’s
play has intensified since the
new calendar year began.
The game has given him an
outlet, and in turn, he’s given
more to his team.
“I think it helped him a lot
just to get in the gym and
get his mind off things,”
Matthews said. “Lately, he’s
really brought it more than he
did at the start of the season.
“He’s been more a lot
more aggressive offensively,
especially in the county
tournament (12 points against
Pawnee and nine against
Riverton).”
Back in the game
Tri-City coach Steve Dilley
admitted he wasn’t sure if
Dewie would be back for the
first post-holiday practice
on Jan. 4. His fears were
relieved quickly.
“I walked into the gym just
hoping he’d be there,” Dilley
said. “He was there, and that
was step one.
“Not only that, he was
getting after it. And he was
vocal and really getting into
practice. Since then, he’s

really been dialed in, so to
speak.”
Dilley said Tri-City plans
to have a mostaccioli dinner,
as a fundraiser for Dewie,
before the Tornadoes’ home
game against South County
on Feb. 5. But the 12th-year
head coach said Dewie isn’t
getting any special favors on
the basketball court.
“I told him, ‘We’re not
going to go easy on you just
because you got thrown a bad
hand,’” Dilley said. “We still
have expectations of you, and
we’re going to try to make
you the best man that we can.’
“I think he understands
that. I couldn’t be prouder of
him. Hopefully he’ll keep it
going, and I think he will.”
Dewie agreed with Martin’s
observation about having to
grow up quickly. Along those
lines, he thinks he’ll probably
live on his own after turning
18 later this year.
“I think he’s handling
things pretty well,” said
Purdeu, who is Rob Gordon’s
sister. “He keeps things kind
of close, he doesn’t talk about
his feelings a whole lot.

“He’s asked me how to
pay bills, things like that.
He’s trying to become more
independent.”
‘Just be resilient’
Even though he admittedly
was emotionally closer to his
mother, Dewie said he owes
a lot to his father for helping
prepare him for life.
“He helped me get out of
the deep depression I had
after my mom died,” Dewie
said. “He did everything he
could to help me. I think he
tried to get me to grow up a
little bit, too.”
While he credits others,
including
his
basketball
family at Tri-City, for helping
him cope with the “bad hand”
Dilley spoke of, when it
comes down to it, Dewie said
it’s like standing alone at the
free throw line. There won’t
always be a helping hand.
“Just be resilient; that’s
the best thing I could say,” he
said. “If you lose somebody,
of course it won’t be easy. But
there will be other hard things
thrown at you after that.
“Not everyone’s going to let
you cruise through.”

Rebuilding Bradley looks abroad for help
Jay Cohen

AP Sports Writer
PEORIA, Ill. (AP) —
Practice is no problem. Luuk
van Bree, Callum Barker,
Dwayne
Lautier-Ogunleye
and Joel Okafor are used to
the training that goes along
with playing hoops at a high
level.
The
most
challenging
aspect of college ball for
Bradley’s
international
freshmen is learning how to
compete, and it’s a constant
point of emphasis for coach
Brian Wardle.
“Make
everything
competitive. Shooting drills,
free-throw drills, rebounding
drills,
everything’s
competitive,” Wardle said.
“There’s a winner or loser.
Mano a mano, and you got
to be the more aggressive
player and make the play.
So you just try to teach them
how to, just, constantly, (in)
everything they do have that
game speed and aggressive,
competitive mindset.”
There is a lot of teaching
going on these days at the
small private school that
last made it to the NCAA
Tournament in 2006. Wardle
replaced Geno Ford after
Bradley went 9-24 last season,
and the former WisconsinGreen Bay coach filled out
his 14-man roster for his new
program with a whopping
10 newcomers — including
nine true freshmen from five
different countries.

Okafor was born in Lagos,
Nigeria, but played high
school ball in Indiana. Barker,
who is from the Australian
island state of Tasmania,
had a year of prep school
in Massachusetts before
coming to Bradley.
But this is the first extended
time in the United States for
van Bree, a native of Venray,
Netherlands, and LautierOgunleye, who is from
London.
“It was a lot of like small
things, like I feel like people
apologize for everything
here, a lot,” van Bree said.
“Stuff like that. And people
say thank you for everything
and like, you don’t use your
knife and fork when you eat.
... Minor stuff, there’s nothing
really major that’s different.”
Van Bree, Barker, LautierOgunleye and Okafor are
part of a steady rise in
international players for the
top rung of men’s college
basketball, from 376 for the
2010-11 season to 506 Division
I players this year with a listed
hometown outside of the U.S.
and at least one appearance
for their school this season,
according to STATS.
Bradley is tied for the 15th
most international players
in the country. New Mexico
State leads the way with nine,
followed by Canisius and St.
John’s with six apiece, and
then a large group with five,
including Harvard, Oregon
State and South Carolina.
“We have a lot of

international players here
and different languages,”
said
Jamal
Murray,
a
freshman guard for No.
20 Kentucky who is one of
four international players to
appear in at least one game
this season for the Wildcats.
“I’ve been in this position
before playing with new
guys with different cultures,
different styles to the game.
So it’s fun coming here
and having a school that’s
multicultural.”
A slight increase in the
number of Division I teams has
provided more opportunities
for international players in
recent years. Wardle also
points to the popularity
of basketball around the
world and the international
players in the NBA as two
major reasons for the growth
in college hoops. And the
Internet helps international
players draw attention from
American colleges.
When it comes to recruiting
internationally, relationships
are a big deal, and success
with an international player
can lead to more players from
one country coming over to a
specific school.
“As long as I’m here,
we’re going to continue, and
hopefully we get tipped off
on more African players
and more foreign players,”
Louisville coach Rick Pitino
said.
Pitino, who helped Gorgui
Dieng develop into a firstround pick in the 2013

Photo by Nam Y. Huh | AP Photo
In this Jan. 13, 2016 photo, Bradley freshman forward
Dwayne Lautier-Ogunleye, left, from London, drives around
Loyola defenders during an NCAA college basketball game
in Chicago. Lautier-Ogunleye is one of four international
freshman players on the Bradley team that is looking to
build a foundation for the future.
NBA Draft, also has four
international
players
on
his roster this season: Matz
Stockman (Norway), Mangok
Mathiang (Australia), Anas
Mahmoud (Egypt) and Deng
Adel (Australia).
“The great thing about the
Gorgui Diengs and Mangok
and Matz and Anas is what
great people they are, totally
unspoiled
by
(Amateur
Athletic Union) basketball
in terms of the name on the
back,” Pitino said. “It’s a
pleasure to coach those guys.”
While the 16th-ranked
Cardinals and the Wildcats are
gearing up for the postseason,
Bradley is looking to build a
foundation for the future.
Lautier-Ogunleye,
van
Bree and Barker are among
the leading scorers and
rebounders for the Braves,
who are 3-18 heading into

Wednesday’s Missouri Valley
Conference game against
Northern Iowa. While the
losses have piled up in a
hurry, they remain optimistic
about where the program is
headed.
“Starting
young,
it’s
tough because we have the
growing pains of learning
everything from the start,”
Lautier-Ogunleye said. “But
I believe it’ll be beneficial in
the long term just because we
would have all experienced
everything
from
the
beginning and then we’ll see
the end result.”
___
AP Sports Writer Gary
Graves
in
Lexington,
Kentucky, and AP freelance
writer
Josh
Abner
in
Louisville,
Kentucky,
contributed to this report.
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Live karaoke for first week of semester

Photo by Zonghui Li | The Prospectus
Live band Chicago Blackhawks played on Wednesday, Jan 13, 2015 during a karaoke event in the Student Union Cafe at Parkland College.
Sierra Benson
Staff Writer

A live karaoke show put
on by Student Life welcomed
students back to Parkland for
the spring 2016 semester.
Every semester, Student
Life has a welcome week
filled
with
different
activities. In the past there
had been dueling pianos and
also an alcohol awareness
improvisation show.
Chaya Sandler, Parkland’s
Activity Program Manager,
explains the rationale for
bringing in a live karaoke
band at the start of the spring
2016 semester.
“This semester we decided
to go back to live karaoke
because a local band wanted
to do it,” Sandler said. “They
reached out to me …they had
heard from other people that
we had brought in a band
from Chicago before.”
This is the second time
Student Life has had a band
play live karaoke. The first
time was two years back
during the fall of 2014.
“I liked it, it was cool,” said

Zach Broeker, a Parkland
student. “I did theater my
senior year of high school and
I’m used to being in front of
crowds and speaking.”
Broeker talks about his
experience on stage singing
Tenacious D song “Tribute.”
“Once you’re up there time
goes by a lot slower than it
does when you’re listening to
the music,” he said. “I had to
pause to think of the words
every once in a while.”
Broeker explains what
compelled him to get up on
the stage in the first place.
“You have to think about
them [the band] too,” he
said. “They’re waiting up
there, waiting for people to
come and play with them.
It makes them feel bad, I’d
say, if no one comes up and
they’re just playing up there
by themselves while offering
for you to come up.”
“It’s like a one-time thing,
not an everyday thing, you
get the opportunity to have
a live band in front of you,”
says Broeker.
Jacob
Ping,
another
Parkland student, was the

first to volunteer.
“I can’t sing at all,” Ping
said. “I sound terrible, but
you know they were up
there doing their thing so I
thought I would get started
for them…the first time I
was pretty nervous because I
barely knew the Creed song,
so I didn’t know when to start
singing. I didn’t really care
about people’s opinions, but
I definitely don’t like to be
looked at by everybody. After
a while I just didn’t care.”
Ping recalls a large binder
full of lyrics for the songs
that the karaoke band could
play,
“They had some Led
Zeppelin, quite a bit of
Beatles on there; they were
pretty across the board with
their song choices, so I was
pretty impressed by that,” he
said. “It was more things they
could do instrumental wise,
and a lot of rap songs are not
so easy to do instrumental
wise.”
“Those guys were pretty
cool though,” he said. “They
could play their instruments
pretty well so it was nice…

Photo by Zonghui Li | The Prospectus
Guitarist Tom Grassman plays in the band Chicago
Blackhawks on Wednesday, Jan 13, 2015 during a karaoke
event in the Student Union Cafe at Parkland College.
If there was more karaoke I
think we would have a lot less
awkwardness around here.”
Sandler says there are no
plans as of yet to do more
karaoke for the rest of the
semester,
“It’s hard to gauge how
many people are going to
want to put themselves out
there, so we try and do it
maybe once a semester just

so it’s new and fresh,” Sandler
said. “It doesn’t get old and
repetitive.”
Student Life, located in
U111, is looking for students
who would like to gain
experience in event planning
or working with professionals
in the field. There will be more
events watch out for in the
future that any student can
participate in free of charge.

New semester opens new season for Parkland theatre

Peter Floess
Staff Writer

The spring 2016 season of
the Parkland Theatre Arts
Program opened on Friday,
Jan. 15, with the 25th Annual
Parkland Theatre Student
Production.
The program put on four
one-act plays to kick off the
new year.
The first of the four of oneact plays was “No Signal.” The
play, which was written by
Chad Myler and directed by
Kenzie Dodds is a humorous
discussion of communication
between a man named Evens,
played by David Dillman,
who does not believe in using
a smart phone and a women,
named Grace played by
Dodds, who is obsessed with
one.
The
second
was
“Penumbra.” The play, which
was written and directed
by Chell Tyler, was a Gothic
play about a man named
Alexander, played by Daniel
Howie, who does not want
to admit that he killed his
girlfriend, played by Erin
Kaufman.
The third play was a
humorous murder mystery
called “Forget and Not
Forgive,”
written
and
directed by Gennie Applebee.
A detective named Ben
played by David Dillman
investigates the murder of a

lab assistant of the chemist
Eric Jepsen, played by
Cedric Jones, lab assistant,
by someone in the Jepson’s
family.
The final play was “On
the Corner of Bodhisattva
and Shangri-La,” written by
Warren Gaver and directed
by Jace Jamison. The
play imagines the JewishChristian God played by
Jasimine Elan having a
humorous discussion with
Bacchus, the Roman God
of Wine, played by Ashton
Goodly and the Greek God,
Zeus, played by Jamison.
The discussion covers how
humans relate to God.
“[The production] was
a great experience for the
student playwrights,” said
Joi Hoffsomer, the artistic
director for Parkland College
Theatre. “It is a rare thing for
a young writer to see his or her
play produced and to watch
it with an audience. It was
also a learning experience
for all of the other students
involved as directors, actors,
designers and crew. It was
a way to learn about the
process without faculty and
staff taking the lead every
step of the way.”
According to Department
Chair of Fine and Applied Arts
Julie Weishar, Chad Myler
of “No Signal” and Warren
Gaver of “On the Corner of
Bodhisattva and Shangri-La”

won awards at a playwriting
festival hosted by Oakton
Community College in Cook
County.
This
spring,
Parkland
Theatre Arts Program is
putting on one play and one
musical. From Feb. 18 to
Feb. 28, Parkland Theatre
is showing “The Curate
Shakespeare: As You Like It”
by Don Nigro.
“[The play is] adapted
for seven actors,” said
Dallas Street, marketing
coordinator. “Lots of costume
and
character
changes
with this one. This will be
presented in our black box
theatre the Second Stage.
Many key scenes from the
original are performed intact
while the seven desperate
players strive to cover all the
parts and make some magic
with the great playwright’s
work. Touching and very
funny, this is a true tribute to
the core theme [of the play].”
The
Parkland
College
version of “The Curate
Shakespeare: As You Like
It” is directed by Kate Riley.
Opening night on Feb.18,
according to Street, is halfprice admission, meaning
Parkland students, faculty
members, or staff can get
their tickets for just $6.50.
Parkland theatre’s musical
is “Fiddler on the Roof” and
will be presented from April
14 to May 1.

Photo by Zonghui Li | The Prospectus
Parkland Theatre students rest backstage on Saturday,
Jan. 16 2015. Cast members include Yael Bartov, David
Dillman, Kenzie Dodds, Jasmine Elam, Ashton Goodly,
Daniel Howie, Jace Jamison, Cedric Jones, Erin Kaufman,
Hannah Longest, Jelinda Smith and Andrew Sullender.
“[It is] set in the little village
of Anatevka,” said Street,
describing the plot of the
musical. “The story centers
on Tevye, a poor dairyman,
and his five daughters. With
the help of a colorful and
tight-knit Jewish community,
Tevye tries to protect his
daughters and instill them
with traditional values in
the face of changing social
mores and the growing antiSemitism of czarist Russia.”
Street feels like the story of
“Fiddler on the Roof” has the
universal theme of grappling
with tradition that makes it
popular with almost audience.
The Parkland performance is
directed by Stephen Fiol.
Opening night on April 14

is, according to Street, “‘pay
what you can night,’ where
the audience sets the ticket
price…” There will also be
a half-price ticket night on
April 28.
Hoffsommer
says
the
preparations for this season’s
productions have been in
the works since last spring;
it requires a lot of work to
gather the staff, create the
stage builds, and so on. She
is excited to see the theatre’s
hard work pay off.
“I look forward to seeing
each show on opening,”
said Hoffsommer. “I love
the experience of sitting
there with the audience
seeing it for the first time. It
is exciting every time.”

